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took the place of the complicated practices of Brahmanical ritualism.
It took the place of everything and was everything: " There is a sac-
rifice," said the Master, " that is easier than milk, than oil, and than
honey: it is alms-giving. Instead of slaughtering animals, let them
go free. May they find grass, water, and cool breezes! " For Buddhist
pity embraced the universe. It brooded over all suifering: " More
tears have been shed than the waters that are in the great ocean." And
later: "Just as the great sea, 0 disciples, is filled with one savour
alone, that of salt, so this doctrine is filled with but one savour, that
of deliverance." There is a charming parable attributed to the Buddha
which is symbolical of this " misereor super turbas (My heart is
filled with pity for the multitudes) ": " Imagine, 0 disciples, in the
forest, on the flank of a mountain, a great hollow and a pool near
which live a great herd of wild beasts. And, lo, a man comes seek-
ing to harm these beasts. He closes up the way by which there is a
good, safe passage and in its stead opens up a marshy path. And
thus, 0 disciples, the troop will perish. But, 0 disciples, a man is
coming who seeks the good of the herd. And he is opening up the way
of safety." This man was none other than the Buddha himself.
The first five disciples of the Deer-park did not long remain the
only ones. They were soon joined by sixty monks, and thus the
Buddhist Order was founded. The monks wore the yellow robe and
the tonsure. They observed the vows of obedience, poverty, and chas-
tity. Distinctions of caste were abolished among them: "Just as the
rivers, 0 disciples, on reaching the ocean, lose their former names
and now bear but one name, that of the ocean; even so, 0 disciples,
the four castes now bear but a single name within the Community."
They had to practise patience and preserve their cheerfulness under
the worst insults. If evil persons insulted a monk, he was to say:
" They are good, they are very good, for they do not strike me." If
they struck him, he was to say: " They are good, they are very good,
for they do not kill me." And if they killed him, he was to say: " They